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oF SPECIAL INTEREST 


Beginning Monday 1 __ Mammoth pilgrim- 
age and religious fiesta honoring the 
Virgin of Los Remedios, in the vil- 
lage of that name on the outskirts 
of Mexico City. 


Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 YVelag in 
Juchitan, Oaxaca. (See Fiestas & 
Spectacles. ) 


Beginning Monday 8 _ San Francisco Bal- 
let at Palace of Fine Arts. (See Mu- 
sic.) 


Beginning Monday 8 __ San Francisco Bal- 
cadets, called the Niftios Héroes, who 
defended Chapultepec Castle against 
American troops during the 1847-48 
invasion, Ceremonies at the monu- 
ment to their memory, at the en- 
trance to Chapultepec Park. 


Monday 15 _. Eve of Mexico’s Indepen- 
dence Day. The President gives the 
Grito de Dolores from the National 
Palace usually, except he will do so 
this year in his home state of Vera- 
cruz; and governors and municipal 
presidents do likewise from official 
balconies all over the Republic. 
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fiestas & spectacles 


Juchitan, Oaxaca, Sept. 3. Vela Pineda, 
famous fiesta of the Isthmus of Tehuan- 
tepec. Tehuanas parade and dance in 
distinctive regional dress. Dances include 
La Sandunga, La Llorona, La Tortuga. 


Putla, Oaxaca, Sept. 6-8. Celebrations preced- 
ing the Feast of the Virgin of the Nativity 
include a parade of allegorical floats, 
each occupied by children and a madri- 
na— who is responsible for the decora- 
tion, usually in fulfillment of a promise 
to the Virgin for favors received. 


Tepoztlan, Morelos, Sept. 8. Native fair in 
which Indian dancers represent the historic 
battle between King Tepoztecatl and his 
subject princes, with war dances and the 
recitation of a poem in Aztec describing 
the event. 


Campeche, Campeche, Sept. 14-30. Religious 
and profane festivals dedicated to the 
Cristo de San Roman, According to tra- 
dition, this figure was carved by a prison- 
er in the fortress of San Juan de Ulta 
in 1700. He was shut up without food for 
three months, at the end of which time 
they found the image in the place of the 
prisoner. Open-air vaudeville, fireworks 
and serenades. 


Querétaro, Querétaro, Sept. 14. Fiesta center- 
ed around the Convent of the Cross. The 
church is decorated with garlands of 
flowers and ears of corn. Chinchines 
dancers, wearing plumes and gaudy 
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costumes, dance tirelessly from dawn to 
dusk. 


Noxtepec, Guerrero, Sep. 15-17. ‘‘Patriotic 
Holidays.’’ Through streets decorated with 
flags there are parades of charros, and 
horse-races; also cockfights, bullfights, 
balls and fireworks. The assault on the 
Alhéndiga de Granaditas in Guanajuato 
during the war for Independence is re- 
enacted. (Although these fiestas patrias 
are held throughout the Republic in every 
city and hamlet, these are some of the 
places which celebrate them with especial 
color and verve: the Zécalo in Mexico 
City; Parral, Chihuahua; Dolores Hidal- 
go, Guanajuato; Ciénega de Flores, Nuevo 
Leén; Comiancillo, Oaxaca; Tehuacan, 
Puebla; San Juan del Rio, Querétaro; 
Matamoros, Tamaulipas; Zacatecas, Zaca- 
tecas.) 


San Miguel Allende, Guanajuato, Sept. 29. 
This colonial city is the site, on the Day 
of St. Michael the Archangel, of a huge 
gathering of Conchero (conch) dancers. 
After keeping vigil all night of the 28th, 
they dance throughout the 29th and hold 
a solemn high mass on the 30th for all 
deceased members of the ‘“‘Four Winds’”’ 
dancing fraternity. (Among the outstand- 
ing celebrations held by places of whom 
St. Michael is the patron saint the follow- 
_ing are noteworthy: Tlalpam, D. F.; 





Atlautla, State of Mexico; Soyalo, Chia- 
pas; Ciudad Dr. H. Alvarez, Guanajuato: 
Azoyu, Guerrero; San Miguel Regla, Hi- 
dalgo; San Miguel el Alto, Jalisco; Urua- 
pan, Michoacén; Atlixco, Puebla; San 
Luis, S.L.P.; and Orizaba, Veracruz.) 


Morelia, Michoacin and Cuautla, Morelos, 
September 30. Celebrations commemorat- 
ing the birthday of the Independence 
hero, José Maria Morelos, take place in 
these towns with which he was associated, 
In the first there is a popular fair, bull- 
fights, jaripeos and fireworks. In the 
second, a military parade, sporting events, 
concerts and balls, 


art 


Galeria Antonio Souza, Génova 61, 2nd floor. 
Paintings by Maka; sculpture by Daen. 


Galerias Excélsior, Reforma 18. During the 
first two weeks of September, the young 
painters, Padilla and Cervantes, will ex- 
hibit fifty pieces of ceramics. The rest of 
the month will be devoted to work by 
young artists organized by the Mexican 
Association for Cultural Freedom. 


Instituto de Arte de México, Puebla 141. 
Group exhibition featuring Mexican Inde- 
pendence. 


Galeria José Clemente Orozco, Peralvillo 55. 
Collective exhibition of contemporary paint- 
ers, 


Galerias Chapultepec, in Chapultepec Park 
near the Monument to the Child Heroes. 
Exhibition of works by 76 painters who 
are Mexican citizens or residents. 


Galerias Proteo, Génova 39, 2nd floor. 
latest work of Héctor Xavier. 


The 


Galerias Romano, José Maria Marroqui 5. 
Women painters including Regina Rail, 
Macrina Kreus, Juana Chavez and Maria 
de los Angeles Chavez. 


Galerias Pemex, Av. Judrez 89. Exhibition of 
pottery from Guadalajara and regional ob- 
jects made of wood and bone. 


Galerias de Artes Plisticas de la Ciudad, Per- 
golas in Alameda Park. Paintings by Jus- 
tin Locke. 


Galeria de Artistas Mexicanos Unidos, 
burgo 36. Members’ show. 
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MEXICO CITY OFFICE: 
GANTE Y 16 DE SEPT. 
PHONES: 12-00-80 VY 46-19-97 








In @ glamorous setting of real tropic beauty, 
among orchids, gardenias, coffee and banane 
plantations, the Hotel Ruiz Galindo offers you: 
Deluxe service; and ideal spot for relaxation; 
your Favorite sport a real look at Mexico! 


Famous Swimming Pool, covered with gardenia. 
Golf Course, Bowling Alley, etc. 


You can go to Villa de Fortin de las Flores 
by car, and train, there is morning of night 
Pullman service. 





Jardin del Arte, Sullivan Park. Open air 
exhibition on Sunday mornings of works 
by artists from the National Institute of 
Mexican Youth. 


Galeria de Arte Mexicano, Milan 18. Paintings 
by Ceferino Palencia. 


music 


Dance — San Francisco Ballet from 8 to 20 
of September at Palace of Fine Arts. 
Watch papers for further information 
National Institute of Fine Arts Ballet 
will end its season of Mexican Dance at 
Palace of Fine Arts about Sept. 7. Until 
that date, performances are daily at 8:30; 
Sundays at 5 and 8 p.m. For information 
call 18-01-80, Departamento de la Danza 


Opera — The Opera season at Bellas Artes 
begins Sept. 22 and runs through Oct. 23, 
presented by the National Institute of 
Fine Arts and the Asociacién Daniel. Sept. 
22: Aida. Sept. 29: Cavalleria Rusticana 
and Pagliacci. Cast includes sopranos: 
Anita Cerquetti, Ernestina Garfias, Irma 
Gonzalez, Conchita Valdéz, and Virginia 
Zeani; mezzo sopranos: Nell Rankin, Au- 
rora Woodrow; tenors: Flaviano Labo, 
Agostino Lazzari, Richard Tucker, Umber- 
to Borso; baritone: Ettore Bastianini; 
bassos: Nicola Rossi Lemeni, Fernando 
Corena, Nicola Zaccaria and Cornel Mac. 
neill. 


theater 


Pan American Theater Festival — Peru, Cu- 
ba, El Salvador, Mexico and the United 
States are represented, with plays at the 
Teatro del Bosque, behind the National 
Auditorium. From Sept. 1-6, the Catholic 
University, Washington, D.C., group will 
put on a new play by Walter and Jean 
Kerr on Bernadette of Lourdes, and Ten- 
nessee Williams’ Glass Menagerie. Mexico 
will present Los Signos del Zodiaco by 
Sergio Magafia. For information call 20 
90-10. Performances at 7:15 and 9:45; Sun. 
days at 5and 8 pm. 


Abanico — Dolores del Rio’s successful de. 
but on the Mexican stage in a Spanish 
version of Wilde’s Lady Windermere’s Fan 
continues. Teatro Fabregas, Donceles 23. 
18-39-60. Daily at 8:30 pm; Saturdays 7:15 
and 10; Sundays 5 and 8 pm. 


Deseo — Eugene O'Neill’s Desire Under 
the Elms in a Spanish version by Jesis 
Cardenas. Maria Douglas stars in the 
theater-in-the-round production, presented 
and directed by Xavier Rojas. Teatro del 
Granero (behind the National Auditorium). 
20-90-16. Daily at 8:30 pm; Saturdays 7:15 
and 9:45; Sundays 5 and 8 pm. No show 
Mondays. 


Deseo Muere con los Afios — Drama by the 
Mexican, Daniel Sala, with a cast of only 
two—Fina Basser and Magda Guzman. Di- 
rected by Rafael Banquells. Teatro Mo- 
derno, Marsella 23-A. 35-01-33. Daily at 
7:15 and 9:45 pm; Sunday at 5 and 8 pm. 


la de Cocottes — Armont’s spicy French 
farce enters its eighth month, starring Na- 
dia Haro Oliva, directed by Ricardo Mon: 
dragén. Teatro Arlequin, Villalongin 24 








OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
g IN COMING MONTHS 


Opera.—Season of Verdi at the Nation- 
al Institute of Fine Arts continues, 
October 3, Forza del Destino; Octo- 
ber 7, The Barber of Seville; Oc- 
tober 10, Lucia; October 13, Tosca or 
Traviata; October 16, Don Giovanni. 
And on October 23 the American 
debut of the opera by the Italian 
composer, Ildebrando Pizzetti, based 
on T. S. Eliot’s play, Murder in the 
Cathedral. 


Dance.—First Pan American Dance 
Festival, at Bellas Artes, will be 
held throughout October. 


Sports—Pan American Tennis Tour- 
nament starts Oct. 5 or thereabouts 
at Club Deportivo Chapultepec, fea- 
turing outstanding Mexican and 
foreign players. From Nov. 20-23, 
the sixth annual International Golf 
Championship and Canada Cup 
matches will be held in. Mexico City, 
probably at the Club de Golf Mexico. 





46-87-73. Daily at 7:25 and 9:55; Sunday 
at 5 and 8 pm. 


Un Amante en la Ciudad — An Italian play 
by Erzio D’Errico in a translation by Ir- 
ma Terragnola. Presented by and starring 
Enrique Rambal with Lucy Gallardo. Tea- 
tro del Musico, Vallarta 6 and Monumento. 
46-88-09. Daily at 7:15 and 9:45; Sundays 
5 and 8 pm. 


Una Noche de Niebla en Londres — First in a 
six-month series of the latest Spanish plays 
presented by the Compafiia Dramatica de 
Maria Teresa Montoya is this work by Mi- 
guel Mihura. The company also includes 
Alicia Montoya, Maria Teresa Mondragon, 
and Manuel Pelayo. Directed by Ricardo 
Mondragén. Teatro Rédano, Rédano 14 
near Cine Chapultepec. 11-10-94. Daily at 
7:15 and 9:45; Sundays 5 and 8 pm. 


El Cielo Bajo el Tejado — World premiere of 
work by Sigfredo Gordon Carmona, star- 
ring famous character actress Dofia Pru- 
dencia Griffel, with German Robles and 
Judy Ponte. Directed by Edmundo Bar- 
bero. Teatro Juarez, Av. Oaxaca 58. 35- 
04-64. 


sports 


Baseball — Parque Deportivo del Seguro So- 
cial, Av. Cuauhtémoc and Calz. Obrero 
Mundial. Play-offs may be held between 
the four top teams in the Class-AA Mex- 
ican League following the end of the re- 
gular season. Saturday games played at 
3:15 pm., Sunday at 11:30 am. Other days’ 
games are scheduled for 8:15 pm. 
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A New Way to Travel in Mexico 


- cket guidebook With the most up-to-date travel information What you need fo 
rege Ars ° Climate and conditions @ Transportation © Accommodations and food 
@ Customs regulations @ Sightseeing @ Maps, fo enjoy frip to the fullest. . —_ 
Mail rsonal check or money order And just off the press. “Man vs. Beas 

for $1.50. (U.S.) to Inter American — a 50 cent ( U.S.) pocket-book on bull- 
Tourist Bureau of Information. fighting, with illustrations. 


Mercaderes 5! México 19,D. F. 











Private Bungalow, Acapulco 
TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS Completely Furnished 














fracc. horavs - acapulco -tel 16-02 


Beautiful Location 150 Pesos Daily 
A garden spot 100 yards 
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srcotccee fT ACAPULLD 


Tel. 14-22-21 
16 rooms THE FIRST AND BEST 


Continental Plan Purified Water Swimming Poo! 
5 Rooms 
Acapulco, Gro. —— Restaurant and Bar 


Box 269 Tel. 40-200 
10 Kitchenettes San hp Smee 7 s 

















Our United States Offices: UTELL ASSOCIATES 


80 boylston St. Essex House 55 E. Washington St. Chamber of Commerce 
Boston 16, Mass. New York 19, N. Y. Chicago 2, Ill. Building 

Liberty 2-20-36 Plaza 7-298! Financial 6-2979 Phene Franklin 9-833! 
Twx: BS 825 Teletype NY i-3076 Teletype CG 1513 Miami 32, Florida 

FOR RESERVATIONS, see your Travel Agent or address Hamburgo 108, Office 101, México City 


Sr. Guillerme Moreno Gtneral Manager Mr. Miguel Guajardo, Owner. 








Boxing — Arena Coliseo, Pera 77. Fight; 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 pm (% 
casional bouts offered at the Arena México 
Dr. Rio de la Loza 94, Saturdays, featuring 
outstanding Mexican or foreign campaign 
ers. When fights are held at the Arey 
México, there is no program at the Arem 
Coliseo. 


Frontén (Men) — Spectacular Basque gam 
with highly-regarded Mexican and foreign 
players at the Frontén México, Plaza ¢& 
la Republica. Matches every day excey 
Monday. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
7:30 pm. On Thursdays, Fridays, Satur. 
days and Sundays, 6 pm. 


Soccer — University City Stadium. The 4% 
teams of the Major Soccer League battle 
for the championship Thursday nights anj 
Sundays. An occasional Wednesday night 
game offered. Caliber of play is consider. 
ed the best in North America. 


Tennis — Preliminaries of the annual Mexican 
National Tennis Tournament get underway 
at the Deportivo Chapultepec in late Sep 
tember. The best net stars in Mexico take 
part. Check your favorite sports page for 
exact times and dates. 


Wrestling — Arena Coliseo, Peri 77. Tues 
days and Fridays at 8:30 pm. Sundays # 
5 pm. 


Turf. Racing — Hipdéddromo de las Américas 
Lomas de Sotelo. Racing Thursdays, Satur. 
days and Sundays. First parade to the 
post at 2 pm. Nine events on typical card 
Pari-mutuel betting facilities available. 


Charros — Every Sunday at 11 am, Charm 
Associations hold practice rodeos, free to 
the public, at: Rancho de la Tapatia, Calz 
de los Pinos; Rancho de la Villa below the 
statue of the Green Indians off the Lare 
do Highway; and the Rancho del Horni 
guero, Calz. de la Villa. 


bullifights 


Plaza México — Av. Insurgentes. The novi- 
Mada season nearing close with toreros 
fighting yearlings. Every Sunday at 4 pm. 
Six bulls killed. 





DRIVING TO MEXICO? 


Make sure you have car insurance 
that covers you completely while in 
Mexico. 


You can purchase full coverage by 
mail, with flexible dates to accom- 
modate a change in plans. 


For detailed information and costs, 
write to: 
INTERNATIONAL 
INSURANCE SERVICE 


354 South Spring St., Suite 711 
Telephone: Madison 6-026! 
Los Angeles 13, California 
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The most beoutifyl spot under the sun 


Tnjoy Acopulco’s most beautiful 
swimming pool 


ATION AND RESERVATION OFFICE 
f BALDERAS 36-3 phones: 71-80-98, 21-08-69 
oF at your loca! travel agent 





ur favorite resort paradise takes on a 
Janus appearance in September. Acapulco be- 
comes both a city and a vacation-ground. This 
month winter residents begin to open their 
homes, and summer visitors who have fallen 
victim to Acapulco's sirenlike charms often 
extend their reservations a week or a month 
or a year. 

Summer school is still in session, through 
the end of the month. Courses include guitar; 
Spanish grammar, literature, or conversation; 
bullfighting, skin diving, water skiing, jai 
alai and other sports; as well as Mexican his- 
tory, and a variety of crafts and skills. And 
what a terrific place to go to school! 

A hint to visitors in answer to many 
requests: How to Tip in Acapulco. Tip as 
you would in San Francisco, New York, or 
Kyburz. Ten to fifteen percent of the check 
is plenty: one to two pesos per bag for 
bellboys or porters carrying luggage. Over- 
tipping is just as bad as undertipping. 


nd to you, author of Letter-Requesting-In- 
formation No. 34,852-B, the answer is: No, 
it is not proper to appear on the streets of 
downtown Acapulco in a bikini. But you can 
wear Bermuda or Jamaica length shorts and 
a sleeveless shirt. Generally it is in good 
taste to confine bathing suits to the beach and 
expose only discreet areas of flesh to the 
passing public. 

And speaking of beaches, September is gen- 
erally the month when the sand is clean and 
the heavy, balmy air especially relaxing. 
These qualities are conducive to the beaches 
being at their warm and languorous best. 

Several hotels have entertainment schedul- 
ed in September. The Hotel Caleta offers a 
dance group and a vocalist in its Pisces Bar. 
The Prado Américas also features nightly 
music, The Bar Dali,of the Hotel Presidente 
likewise displays a relaxed combo and an 
intimate atmosphere, plus air conditioning. 
The best refuge from the heat and afternoon 
cloudburst, by our vote, is the very aircon- 
ditioned and extremely swish ambiente of the 
Silver Shell bar in the Hotel Pierre Marqués. 

Best gastronomic bet for this month: clams 
(natural, naturally) in their shells and wiped 


—s 


over with a naive looking but provocative 
sauce of tomato, onion, and chile. Any restau- 
rant, beach refreshment concession, or hotel 
dining room will no doubt be able to ac- 
commodate a request for this dish. 


he date to remember: September 15 (when 
the Grito de Dolores is given at midnight) 
and September 16 are Independence Days in 
Mexico and the celebration is like the Fourth 
of July and Chinese New Year put together. 


The Hotel Prado Amencas in Acapulco stands gi 
280 feet above the serene Pacific. It is sur- 3 
rounded by transparent blue water, massive 4 
rocks and mountains, flowers and plants. A 
rivate cable car funicular takes you to the 
ch below and back, and to the CANTA- 
mx MAR, Acapulco’s most elegant cabana cluby 
x and unique night club. Whether you go to #® 
Acapulco for rest or fun, choose the Hotel & 
Americas. 
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LAS HAMACAS 
Acapulco's most beautiful 
beach resort hotel 














ov 
wo a 


EUROPLAN PLAN 


pravcrouse ay 


F space 


“or 4no Coin warte 
wz 


W Camace 








GREMLINS 


coe E.'s 


QUE PASA???? 

Since subscribing to MEXICO/this 
month...last February...I have re 
ceived only ONE COPY!...The March 
issue. Since then...NADA! If I may 
refresh your memories...You honored 
me with a complimentary subscrip- 
tion... and applied my payment for a 
subscription to a friend in Arizona... 
HE has been getting his copies...but 
me ...BOO HOO...NOTHING. 

Please FEEX...HMM? 


Su servidor paciente, 

Gus Arriola 

United Feature Syndicate 
New York, N.Y. 
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look at this next performance; 


...Christopher Columbus has _ been 
called stupid by some cynics because, 
when he left Spain he DIDN’T KNOW 
WHERE HE WAS GOING, when he 
arrived in the New World, HE DIDN’T 
KNOW WHERE HE WAS and when 
he returned to Spain HE DIDN’T 
KNOW WHERE HE HAD BEEN. 

Some weeks ago I sent you my check 
to cover a one-year subscription to 
“Mexico/This Month.” Last week, the 
JULY issue arrived. I was delighted 
with it and was looking forward to re- 
ceiving the NEXT issue when the 
JUNE issue arrived. I have now re- 
ceived the MAY issue. 


Now let’s get things straight. Unlike 
the cynic’s opinion of Columbus, I 
consider your publication SMART. Also, 
because you are smart, I know WHERE 
YOU ARE GOING. But, I am NOT 
interested in WHERE YOU HAVE 
BEEN. 


Please advise your circulation depart- 
ment that I would like my subscription 
to start from the date of my subscrip- 
tion FORWARD not BACKWARD. 

I am returning to your wonderful 
country within the next few months and 
I am interested in “Mexico This Month” 
and the next and the next. 


Dan Daniels 
148 Clinton St. 
Brooklyn, New York 


...L believe I have been a subscriber 
of yours for nearly two years now and 
want to tell you that we thoroughly 
enjoy every issue and look forward to 
receiving them. I have gone with you 
on many of your trips throughout the 
country-side from the comfort of my 
arm chair and have noticed that you 
seem to cover the country pretty 
thoroughly. 

My wife and I are interested in some 
of the spas of Mexico... if there is a 
place where we can get additional infor- 
mation direct, please let me have that 
information. .. 


J. Ross Blackford 
San Antonio, Texas 


...Would you please send me some 
names of some reliable agents of the 


Vol. IV, No. 9, September 1958 


stock exchange or investment counse!- 
ors (in Mexico), or contact them and 
have them send me information con- 
cerning the purchase of stocks and 
bonds. 
Mrs. Maxine Marshall 
Mena, Arkansas 
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siness and legal contacts and 1 


n article on Investing In M 


NOSEGAY, MUCHAS GRACIAS 


..-L am a TV writer in the advertising 
business; and a one-man ad agency 
servicing the wonders of Mexico. Your 
magazine is a perfect antidote during 
these months when I cannot be in 
Mexico. May I congratulate you on its 
freshness, its visual taste, and its easy 
manner which reflects so honestly the 
manner of Mexico itself! 


Richard E. Eskilson 
New York, N.Y. 
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This little hook 

(MTM's sign), 

swiped from the 
Aztec codices, means words, 
music, wind and waves. 
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PRESIDENT ADOLFO RUIZ CORTINES, 
WHO WILL REPORT TO THE NATION (see 
page 9) FOR THE LAST TIME THIS Sep- 
tember 1, will probably not know until 
after December 1, when he becomes a 
private citizen, how his country feels 
about him. 

Few chief executives of nations 
arouse and sustain, and much less leave 
behind them, the special kind of deep, 
garden-variety human affection that 
Don Adolfo has won. 

This is not exactly because of his 
achievements, which are certainly im- 
pressive, but rather by his behavior as 
astatesman and person. He has sounded 
several keynotes in his six years of 
hard work; of which the most insistent, 
establishing the mood of his administra- 
tion, has been precisely that, six years 
of hard work. 

In this land of supposedly dolce far- 
niente, it is now routine for high public 
officials to work like the very devil: 
ten, twelve, and more hours a day. As 
a rule the higher up the harder and 
longer, up to the President’s something 
like fourteen hours average. And then, 
long past midnight, he often goes out 
for a walk—by himself—along the 
tree-shaded gravelled lanes of the Paseo 
de la Reforma. Or he escapes by him- 
self to the movies. It describes his per- 
sonality, as well as his secure place in 
the country’s affections, that he can do 
this without anybody feeling particular- 
ly alarmed. 

On the philosophic level he leaves a 
record of statesmanship that will add 
up in print to something at times monu- 
mental. He has again and again repeat- 
ed to the nation, until it became part 
of public consciousness, the teachings 
of democracy; emphasizing freedom of 
the press, freedom of thought, freedom 
of assembly, along with the meaning 
of civic responsibility that these 
freedoms require. As a result, Mexico 
will enter with the Lépez Mateos ad- 
ministration, truly a new era, with the 
beginning of political maturity and 
civic responsibility a widespread and 
growing reality. 


OUR MR. DANIEL JAMES, who just came 
home from hedgehopping Central and 


South America with the Eisenhower 
mission, has some interesting things to 
report, (page 8) 

James told us there has been some 
pretty thoughtful observing and chang- 
ing done recently and that the Eisen- 
hower visit, which included Eximbank 
experts and other such people in his 
party, had as at least one result that it 
is finally becoming very clear to our 
experts that what Latin America (and 
other troubled, pressured, undeveloped 
countries) want is not handouts, but 
backing, with understanding, so as to 
develop themselves and build their own 
democracies, according to their own 


=o 


ideas and needs. Such regimes are 
always the strongest bulwark of U.S. 
democracy; but it has seldom been so 
understood. Uncle Sam’s paternalism 
has instead often been accompanied by 
what goes with heavy fathers, namely 
dictatorialism, both direct and via hated 
political bosses. It is this one thing, 
perhaps more than any other, that cons- 
tantly gives the kind of results that 
make the curtain boys merrily dance 
kazatskis. 


THE RETURN OF THE ANGEL to Mexico 
City’s famous, beautiful Paseo de la 
Reforma this month inspired our cen- 
tral map and the theme of this issue, 
which, September being Independence 
month, worked out very neatly indeed. 
As his contribution our former Mr. 
Jacques Dunham, who now inhabits a 
gilded cage in New York, kidnapped 
from us by the Hilton Hotel decorator- 
talent scouts, sent us a nostalgic set of 
souvenirs, (page 22) 

These drawings of the Paseo statue 
a la Dunham, are based on the theory 
that our own angel Angus, who is a 
helpful type, has all this time been 
floating around diffidently making him- 
self useful as a substitute until repairs 
were finished and the golden Angel 
floated back. The other stances were 
Angus, Dunham claims, practising for 
emergencies. 


T he human characteristics of plant 
life (unlike the vegetable qualities in 
people) have their place in Mexican 
lore, and so does the relationship be- 
tween plants and us. Mexican Indians 
rightly believe that some human beings 
are bad for plants. If a fern should 
die suddenly after a visitor has passed 
through the garden, they ask: “g Le hizo 
ojo?” True enough, an ugly look killed 
the fern. The powers of persons un- 
congenial to gardens are various; a 
glance, a touch, a body odor, a vibra- 
tion, can be even more noxious to a 
flower than to a dinner partner. The 
exercise of such a power is called a 
brujeria, a practice of witchcraft. 

A Mexican example of anthropomor- 
phic botany is the Amate tree, a tree 
whose name is suggestive of both the 
lover and the murderer. It behaves 
as its name suggests, first shaping its 
roots to the form of its victim as in 
a caress, then tightening the grip of 
strangulation. Another parallel char- 
acteristic is that the Amate is stupid, 
attacking not only other trees but also 
the longer-living rock, 

A more winning specimen is the Sen- 
sitiva, whose flowers are quickly res- 
ponsive to disturbances. Let a careless 
visitor brush past, and the flowers, one 
by one in order from the bottom of 
their stock to the top, will hurriedly 
droop their heads. Some say in fright, 
others say from shame for the rude- 
ness of the passer-by. 


Then, there is an odious vine, whose 
name we forget, with a wide red 
flower, a brilliant green throat, and a 
veined stomach-like pouch, that exudes 
a putrid odor to attract the flies on 


which it feeds. We were amused to 
find that this butcher is scoffed at by 
the natives of its habitat as a contemp- 
tible descendant of a bigger-boweled 
ancestor that used to swallow any 
human being foolish enough to sniff 
too close. 

Ourself having no green thumb, and 
suspecting ourself of highly adverse 
vibrations, we ponder this fascinating 
stuff while tending our bed of failing 


petunias. 
Angus 





NATIONAL PANORAMA 


As Released io MTM by the 
Bureau of Economic Research 
Nacional Financiera, S. A. 


“Sexico’s economic development 
shows continued evidence of sustained 
growth, and increased ability to adjust 
to unfavorable circumstances. Last 
year, for instance, industrial produc- 
tion surged ahead at an increase of 
12% in volume, compared with 3.3% 
in Latin America as a whole and 2% 
for the world. 


Production continued to expand in 
the first semester of 1958 and export 
markets are expected to pick up fur- 
ther during the year. 


Industrial occupation in 1957 increas- 
ed 7% and the proportion of the labor 
force working in agriculture was re- 
duced to 53.5 per cent. One third of 
the population is now gainfully em- 
ployed and unemployment has reached 
its lowest point since 1950. 


he drop in world market demand 
for Mexican ‘exports last year was 
more than offset by new fixed in- 
vestment, which rose to 15,509 million 
pesos and represented 15.1 per cent of 
gross national product (103,000 million 
pesos). The public sector increased its 
investment outlay by 15 per cent and 
private investment activity expanded 
12 per cent over the year before. The 
private sector raised its expenditures 
on imported capital goods by 6 per 
cent whereas outlay on domestically 
produced capital goods was raised by 
11.5 per cent and private construction 
advanced 23 per cent in value over the 
year before. 


n 1957 the Mexican economy regis- 
tered growth of 8% in agricultural 
output, 7% in mining, 13% in petro- 
lum, 8% in electric energy production, 
11% in construction and 12% in manu- 
facturing volume. Output was over a 
million metric tons in steel ingots; 
1.3 millions tons in iron and steel 
products; 247,000 tons of sulfuric acid; 
2.5 million tons of cement; 345,000 
tons of paper and 1,517 railroad cars, 
made in a recently built plant. 


Hous and. Common 


nuclear power plants 
Before taking off for his trip home 


from visiting Europe’s capitals—and 
leading 
' Minister of Economy Gilberto Loyo 
’ announced that atomic power for civil- 
'ian use would soon be a reality in 
' Mexico. 


industrialists and bankers— 


Though the most interesting of the 


' many large-scale ideas set in motion 
' during President Ruiz Cortines’ six 
* years, this is not the only one of major 


significance. European money, as well 


+ as U.S., has been coming in, in impres- 
' sive amounts, 


funnelled into heavy 
industry especially, with particular 
emphasis on chemical industry. 
Minister Loyo, as well as Secretary 
of the Treasury Carrillo Flores, has 
spent a good part of his years in office 
traveling, having been in Europe on 


* business missions several times; while 


in Mexico he has participated in situ, 
and in detail, in planning and carrying 
out industrial and other developments 
in the provinces, in order to bring the 
“hinterland” up to the capital’s pace, 
while also decentralizing some of the 
now almost top-heavy development in 
Mexico City. 

Statistics aren’t in yet, by which to 
measure exactly what the size of the 
history is that has been made in these 
six years but there can be no doubt 
that when the story does shape up, it 
will turn out to be much more spec- 
tacular than is now generally realized. 

Atomic power for civilian use has 

_been projected for two-three years 
now, Mexico having sent experts to 
study especially in Belgium, methods 
of atomic energy utilization; counting 
also on the fact that the nation’s sup- 
ply of uranium is considerable. 


new flight 


Aeronaves de México, which in the 
last two years has become one of the 
world’s major airlines, was given 
another boost recently when the Secre- 


‘ tary of Communications authorized it 


to start daily flights between Mexico 
City and New Orleans. 


markets south 


by Daniel James 


Mexico has been aggressively pro- 
moting a new and exciting idea among 


the countries south of the Rio Grande 
—the idea of a common market. 

While covering Dr. Milton Eisenhow. 
er’s tour of the five Central Ameri- 
can republics in July, this writer learn. 
ed that they had just signed a Mul. 
tilateral Free Trade Treaty which 
allows free entry into each country of 
a long list of commodities, and a com- 
panion agreement to “localize” (in 
selected countries) essential new in- 
dustries which will serve the whole 
region. (Thus, for example, there is 
talk of building a pulp and paper mill 
in Honduras to supply all Central 
America.) They have also set up a 
Central American Economic Commis- 
sion to standardize tariff nomenclature 
and to study the possibility of forming 
a customs union. Finally, and perhaps 
most interesting of all, they have 
abolished visas and tourist cards for 
Central Americans traveling from one 
republic to the other. 

With a combined population of 10 
million, the Central American coun- 
tries can become an important market 
indeed if they integrate their econo- 
mies. Their experiment, as the June 
bulletin of the Mexican Banco del Co- 
mercio Exterior notes, is “of great 
significance for the rest of Latin Ame- 
rica” and of course spells “a greater 
demand for Mexican products.” 

Mexico has also been promoting the 
common-market idea further south. A 
Mexican Economic Mission, headed by 
the Director General of the Banco de 
Comercio Exterior, Ricardo J. Zevada, 
has just returned from a two-month 
trip to five South American countries 
with whom it took up specific projects. 
The Mission hopes that by the year’s 
end a projected payments agreement 
will be in draft form, methods of ad- 
justing each country’s foreign exchange 
to the payments agreement worked 
out, and studies of each country’s 
export-import problems completed. 

On still a third front Mexican leader- 
ship in the movement toward a com- 
mon market is bearing fruit: the 
proposed inter-American bank to fos- 
ter regional development. Advocated 
by Mexico and other Latin American 
republics as far back as 1947, the bank 
is now about to become a reality as a 
result of the recent change in U. S. 
policy from opposition to support. 





An Leponter 


RUIZ CORTINES: The Summing Up 


0 n September 1, Mexico’s Congress 


opens with its first official act of the 
legislative year: the President’s Re- 
port. 

And on September 16, all of Mexico 
celebrates the high point of the nation- 
al calendar, which is Independence Day. 

This year the President's Report, 
always a solemn occasion, will carry 
the special emotion of the fact that 
this is President Adolfo Ruiz Cortines’ 
last appearance before the nation, in 
this capacity; and, being a beloved per- 
son as well as a highly respected one, 
the report will have all the overtones 
of a deeply felt farewell. 

To summarizé this administration 

1952-58—briefly, is beyond anyone’s 
power. There have been too many fac- 
ets to it. In esssence, it has been a 
time of crisis-and-response (to para- 
phrase Toynbee) almost as if the na- 
tion had been at war. The first major 
jolt Ruiz Cortines had to handle, for 
example, was a currency devaluation 
that meant everyone in the country 
had to take—suddenly—a more than 

% loss. Many, indeed, were wiped 
out of business overnight. 


Benina this crisis lay the fact that 


the nation was, in effect, almost bank- 
rupt; so that the measures that had 
to be taken were emergency, down the 
line. 

There were other major blows met, 
and handled: the worst earthquake in 
Mexico’s history, for example; and 
hurricanes in Tampico that almost 
destroyed the country’s Number One 
oil and mercantile shipping port. 

Today, the capital—normal except 
for the immense amount of busy build- 
ing going on—is a key to the mood 
and condition of the rest of the coun- 
try. The crises have been passed, and 
many advances have been made, espe- 
cially industrial and economic general- 
ly, so that the country is indeed not 
only out of crisis but a good deal closer 
than it was, six years ago, to the prin- 
cipal objective that the people of mod- 
ern Mexico have set themselves: to 
build a nation that stands on its own 
feet in every sense, and has room in 
it for a productive, dignified life for 
all its children. 


Independence Day 


SOLEMN MOMENT of Mexican political year. 20t's Pre- 
tident Adolfo Ruiz Cortines gives the nation his sixth and 
final eet on the achievements of his regime. ‘Photo 


Mayo. 


PADRE HIDALGO, INDEPENDENCE LEADER, giving his 
famous shout. Detail from the Orozco mural in the cupola 
of Governor's Palace in Guadalajara. Hidalgo's original 
yell—"Long Live Independent Mexico! Long live the 
Virgin of Guadalupe! Death to the gachupines!"—has been 
shortened to the grifo given by the Presidentsand muni- 
cipal president all over Mexico: "Long live Mexico! Long 
live Independence!” 




















THE TWO BRIDAS. The photegrapher has 
caught in this picture an idea offen projected 
in Frida’s paintings. 


F, rida Kahlo, who met and married 
Diego Rivera when she was a college 
freshman and he already an interna- 
tionally-known artist, spent the rest of 
her life as Rivera’s adoring slave, 
nursemaid, intellectual companion and 
artistic conscience, herself throughout 
a victim of great suffering. 

Semi-invalided by a serious injury to 
her spine in a bus accident, the keynotes 
and texture of her life were never- 
theless gaiety, playfulness and a love 
of beauty which transformed every- 
thing around her into a sort of long 
daydream, childlike and always charm- 
ing. 


if hese tones and overtones are pro- 
jected in her own painting, which com- 
bines fantasy, a love of color and every- 
thing alive, playfulness and her ‘own 
brand of sturdy honesty in a key of 
pain. Her obsession with death and her 
own desperation in the end cut off her 


th. Tide Kabbo 
WAS 


WIT, BEAUTY TALENT, NEVERTHELESS ADDED UP TO THE POIGNANT 
TRAGEDY IN THE LIFE OF FRIDA KAHLO, ARTIST WIFE OF MEXICO'S 
LATE GREAT DIEGO RIVERA. HER HOME—AND DIEGO'S—WAS THROWN 
OPEN LAST MONTH AS A UNIQUE MUSEUM. 


4 
Sins 


lite, and soon thereafter Diego also 
died, as if suddenly without roots. 

Her home, which was a _ highly 
personal collection of Mexican toys and 
objects of popular art, along with 
Diego’s collection of ancient idols, was 
recently opened as a museum of herself 
and her work. It is perhaps supposed 
to be a projection of her personality, 
but does so much violence to it—having 
been re-arranged entirely according to 
someone else’s ideas, rather than left 
as she created it—that if you knew 
Frida the best thing is to stay away; 
but if you didn’t, the romantic atmos- 
phere ‘of the house itself, and its 
garden, is truly an experience. 


FRIDA AND DIEGO; this theme, Frida, Diego, their home 
and their life and relationship, was the principal theme of 
Frida’s work. Left, Frida's studio, with her “playthings” and 
some of Diego's idols, On the easel, one of her many acute 
self-portraits. 

















PERSONAGES OF THE CITY OF MEXICO is the title of this painting by Frida Kahlo, playfully inspired in idols 
and judases and pifiatas, as well as other popular-art sculptures. 


SELF-PORTRAIT. The artist's great personal beauty 
and character are caught here in this realistically 
conscientious oil, accented by the typically Frida 
"shock" of her obsession with pain, Diego and death. 


PORTRAIT OF MY FATHER, done in the manner of 
popular art “retablos," has an inscription resumé 
of his life, noting that despite a lifetime of illness, 
he was an artist and fighter for the right, having 
struggled against Hitler and other wrongs. 


Vv 




















tenochtitlan -} mejico -) cosmopolis 


FROM ANCIENT, SHATTERED WALLS, LIKE A BOMBED CITY, EMERGES THE NEW CAPITAL — A CITY OF SKYSCRAPERS AND BOULEVARDS, IN CEASELESS 


EXCAVATION... ACITY OF CONTRASTS, OF MUD HUTS AND PALACES, OF BURROS AND CADILLACS, OF ULTRA SOPHISTICATION AND INDIAN SIMPLICITY 


2+ « OUT ABOVE ALL A CITY OF PEOPLE, 4,000,000 OF THEM, SUDDENLY ~ IN ONE GENERATION ~ THE 4TH LARGEST CITY IN AMERICA. 


AFTER A LONG TREK 
FROM THE NORTH 
SEARCHING FOR THE 
LAND THEIR GOD HUIT. 
ZILOPOCHTLI HAD 
PROMISED THEM, THE MEXICA 
CAME AT LAST TO THE SYMBOLIC 
SPOT “where an eagle perched on a 
cactus growing in a rock in the middle 
of a lake, devours a serpent.” Here they 


( 


tinent had contributed Toltec, Olmec 
and Mayan grace-notes to the first real 
capital of the New World). Physically 
it resembled Venice, with its canals, 
gondolas, and exquisite vistas. (Ex- 
cept it was a lot cleaner. The Span- 
fards were astonished that the Aztecs 
bathed every day.) 

In spite of their rhapsodies, the 
Spaniards, in their last desperate inva- 


- ; peti 
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sion, tore the city apart—house by 
house, stone by stone—filling up the 
canals with the debris. And when they 
were finally, bloodily, in undisputed 
possession, they used the remaining 
lava blocks to construct a Spanish 
town, which was a nostalgic gallimauf- 
rey of Seville and Toledo, Avila and 
Valladolid. 

Out of and on top of the great reli- 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Paseo de la Reforma 


THE BOULEVARD PLANNED BY EMPEROR 
MAXIMILIAN, now commemorates the 
reform laws of Juarez, the Indian 
leader who had him shot, It remains 
nevertheless a momento of its found- 
er... Today its flower-scented, tree- 
splendid peace is broken by the chatter 
of pneumatic drills and the roar of 
busses. Victorian style houses from 
the time of Diaz are giving way to 
Bauhaus type skyscrapers; but the 
harried contemporary can still find 
refuge in Chapultepec Park and a trace 
of Empress Carlotta’s old world ele- 
gance in the castle which surmounts it. 





CHARROS provide a leisurely note as they cross through 
the frantic traffic to enter Chapultepec Park (Above.) 
Left, at the bottom of the Paseo where the business district 
begins, office buildings are soaring. 


GINGERBREAD, tiles, iron fretwork and balconies graced 
these typical turn-of-the-century homes (above). Today 
they usually house advertising agencies. 


CUAUHTEMOC, LAST OF THE AZTEC EMPER- 
ORS. GESTURES with his spear toward the ultra- 
modern Continental Hilton. Flowers in foreground 
are landmark of one of the pleasantest accomplish- 
ments of the outgoing Ruiz Cortines regime. (Left: 
Terraza of Chapultepec Castle.) 














MODERN MEXICO IS A CITY WHICH HAS BEEN INVADED BY THE WORLD — and which has in its turn enguifed the Republic. Below, 
the Bamerette Terrace — typical of the casual modernity of smart bars and cocktail lounges. Above left, with serene disregard for speed 
and wheels, the life of the people goes on much as it did always. (All photos Nacho Lépez.) 


tenochtitlan > mejico -> cosmopolis 


Coty of pet 


THE CITY IS ITS PEOPLE: amateur acrobatics in 
front of the Fine Arts Palace. 


SUNDAY: Sandlot bullfighting holds its 
own along with baseball. 
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STANDING ROOM ONLY: this is a typical shot of life in Mexico's capital, grown ten times its size in a short 
span of years. The people have teken over the streets, flooding them in a way reminiscent of our own gargan- 
tuan gold rushes. 


es 
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THE TENT SHOW [or "Carpa") handed down from European 

medieval customs is the traditional training ground of Mexican THE NEW WOMAN in Mexico is often a working girl. Enfran- 
\ comedians like Cantinflas. Note omnipresent picture of Virgin chised and unchaperoned, she uses modern communications, instead 
1 of Guadalupe. of waiting at home behind a@ grilled window to be courted. 
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GOING DOWN, IN PLACES AS MUCH as two feet a year, Mexico City has 
world's worst subsoil—a gelatine-like mass of volcanic ash and water which when 
underground pools are tapped for water supply causes old downtown streets like 
Calle San Jerénimo to sag (above) and heavy buildings like Bellas Artes (below) 
to sink, (Photos Nacho Lépez.) 











ie 


WITNESSES to how far Mexico City hes sunk 
are solid piles, like the one above, (photo 
Feldman) fixed to a firm sub-strata. As the 
ground leve! sinks the post "rises." This one was 
ground-level 50 years ago. Controlled piles, 
below, are ingeniously rigged so that the build- 
ing can be lowered to street level, if it sinks. 








by Dave Weber 


yi exico City is in approximately the 
same position as a fly who finds him- 
self floating in a bowl of thick soup. 
The fly is light enough that he doesn’t 
sink to the bottom of the bowl, but yet 
he’s far from having a firm footing. 

The high mountain basin in which 
this city of four million rests was for 
millions of years a lake, catch-all of 
sediment, volcanic ash, and mountain 
water. When this geological jelly-mak- 
ing filled up the basin and the water 
from rain and melting snow began 
running off, a layer of more or less 
solid earth began piling. It is this 
five-to six-foot layer — in its cor- 
rect proportion only a film when you 
consider the size.of the basin — that 
gives the impression that Mexico City 
is just as solid a place for building a 
house as anywhere in the world. 

The dramatic fact of the matter is 
that it is not. The old city, which was 
once mostly lake, is — if you notice — 
punctuated with sloping and cracked 
sidewalks and undulating streets, tilted 
cupolas atop truly “leaning” towers, 
while some heavier-than-usual struc- 
tures, like Bellas Artes, settle alarm- 
ingly into the “soup” below. 


In trying to whip this indeed fluid 
situation, builders discovered that they 
could put down long piles and attach 
them, not to the botton of the basin, 
but to a strong 
layer of sand 
and gravel that 
lies about 100 
feet below the 
surface. The first 
piles were made 
of wood, but it 
was difficult to 
splice them suc- 
cessfully. Pile- 
drivers have 
since learned all 
the tricks of 
putting down 
cement piles, 
either in one 
long piece or in 
rigidly-connected sections. 

This solved the problem of sinkage 
but led to what many engineers think 
is an even more serious matter. The 


ABOVE IS CORTES' MAP of Mexico City as the conquistadors found it: largely lake. With time, 
the canals have been gradually filled to accommodate metropolitan growth. Left: an architect's 
sketch of the subsoil layers, illustrating why the old (now downtown) sections of the city sink. 
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entire surface of the basin, you see, 
is settling (from a couple of inches to 
a couple of feet per year) due to 
underground seepage and the monu- 





FIVE MAJOR TYPES of foundations in Mex- 
ico City are shown at left: |) simple footing; 
2) cement platform; 3) weight substitution, 
sometimes used with ballast, somewhat like a 
ship; 4) fixed piles; 5) adjustable piles. This 
is the system at present most widely used. 





mental amount of pumping that is 
done to supply the growing city’s water 
needs. Buildings that are held firm by 
piles fail to settle with the rest of the 
city, and thus seem to rise. This is why 
so many buildings have steps leading 
up to the front door. Most of them, 
when first built, were on the same level 
as the sidewalk. The famous Inde- 
pendence Monument (“The Angel’) 
first structure to be placed on piles, 
has risen so much that there is a steep 
terrace of grass now going up to the 
base of steps that fifty years ago rested 
flat on street level, 


he Angel presents no great problem. 
But where you have a whole building 
rising, it can play havoc with adjoin- 
ing buildings if they happen not to be 
also set on equally firm piles. As the 
big building 

shoulders 

upwards, it can 

tilt its neighbors 

seriously and the 

only thing to do 

then is to bring 

in the archi- 

tectural first- 
aiders or the 

demolition boys. 

The entire 

problem, of 

course, could be 

solved if engi- 

neers could 
figure out some 

sure way to slow 

down or stop the sinking of the ground 
level. Since pumping causes most of 
the sinking it is only logical to either 
stop pumping the water out from 
under us or at least figure out some 
way to put it back once it has served 
the city’s needs. One much talked-of 
plan is to take the sewage water, which 
now goes out to the plains away from 
the city, and inject it by pressure 
back into the basin from whence it 

came. 


But this, besides being expensive, 
could conceivably cause the ground 


(Continued on page 24) 
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INVESTING « MEXICO 


by John Morris Ryan 


Research Director for Industrias e Inversio- 
nes Alba and Investor’s Mexican Letter. 


The high returns on investments in 
Mexico are attracting increasing atten- 
tion. Therefore many people want to 
know, with assurance of getting correct 
answers, what conditions are for doing 
business here. This being a large 
question, it must be answered under 
a number of separate headings. 

What is the market outlook? The 
answer to this is found in two factors: 
increase in population and improve- 
ment in the living standard. 

Mexico has the second fastest grow- 
ing population in the world. According 
to United Nations estimates, her pres- 
ent population of 33 milion will in- 
crease to 55.5 million by 1980 and, by 
the end of the century, her boundaries 
will contain almost 100 million con- 
sumers. Furthermore, during recent 
years the spending power of Mexican 
consumers as a whole has been increas- 
ing at double the rate of population 
growth. 

Is the country politically and eco- 
nomically stable? The violence of the 
revolutionary period ended 37 years 
ago and the period of social unrest 
passed away before the second world 
war. 

The land reforms of the thirties 
under President Lazaro Cardenas, 
which caused so much alarm abroad, 
actually marked the beginning of the 
new era of stability. On the one hand, 
they gave the restless, landless peon 
his own little plot of land, turning him 
from a potential revolutionary into a 
firm supporter of the existing order. 
On the other hand, it liquidated the 
power of a semi-feudal class which 
had long blocked the way to develop- 
ment of business and industry. 

How about labor and unionism? 
During the past summer there has 
been some unrest associated with wage 
demands. These have mainly been in- 
spired by recent price inflation which 
has hit hard at the standard of living 
of wage-earners and fixed income 
groups. 

In general, however, the outlook is 
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good. During the first five years of 
the Ruiz Cortines administration there 
were hardly a dozen strikes, compared 
with the thousands of successfully 
negotiated agreements. Since, as the 
Secretary of Labor, President-elect Lé- 
pez Mateos was primarily responsible 
for that record, the future of Mexican 
labor relations for the next six year 
administration appears bright. 

Is there danger of expropriation? 
The nationalization of the petroleum 
industry two decades ago is still promi- 
nent in the thinking of many foreign 
investors. 

What is often not realized is that, 
like the Boston Tea Party, Mexican 
nationalization of petroleum and, 
earlier, of the railroads were political 
rather than economic measures. 
Rightly or wrongly, at the time Mex- 
icans believed that foreign ownership 
in these fields carried a threat to the 
country’s political independence. To- 
day, the proportion of the nation’s 
economy in the hands of private in- 
itiative is increasing rather than dimin- 
ishing and the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce rates expropriation 
as “low among the hazards of Mexican 
investment.” 

It is true that if one person owns 
more than 250 acres of prime irrigated 
lands (or correspondingly larger areas 
of less valuable farm land) he may 
become subject to the operation of the 
agrarian laws unless specific exemp- 
tion is obtained from the Agrarian 
Department. In such a case, the excess 
land may be condemned and dis- 
tributed among landless farmers. This 


is a calculated risk which may be taken 
but is probably better avoided. 

Are there other obstacles to land 
ownership? There are. Foreigners may 
not own land within 60 miles of land 
borders or 30 miles of the ocean. 

Otherwise, if you take up residence 
in Mexico, you can own land freely. 
The only condition is that you waive 
right of appeal to your embassy; in 
other words, you are compelled to give 
up all claim to privileged treatment 
and to place yourself on equal legal 
footing with the Mexicans. The law 
guarantees you equal treatment. 

Can a Mexican company be wholly 
foreign owned? Yes. There is a preva- 
lent notion that all Mexican companies 
must be 51% owned by Mexicans; but 
this is not true. 

A few lines of activity are thus 
restricted. Here is a complete list of 
them: radio broadcasting, moving 
pictures, advertising and publishing, 
inland transport, fisheries, bottling 
works, and (to some extent) rubber 
manufactures. This applies only to 
companies. As sole proprietor, a foreign- 
er is free to enter any of these fields. 

The petroleum industry, being na- 
tionally operated, is generally closed 
to private initiative — Mexicans and 
foreigners alike; although Edwin C. 
Pauley, the California oilman, and 
others are carrying out explorations 
under contract to Pemex, the govern- 
ment petroleum corporation. 

Can foreigners take their profits 
out of Mexico? Entirely without 


restriction. Mexico, a senior member 
of the United States “gold bloc” of 
nations, has no exchange monopoly or 
exchange rationing and there is no 
obstacle to the free withdrawal by 
foreign investors of capital, interest, 
or dividends. However, since the return 
on investment and the increase in 
property values are both high, most 





people prefer to plough their capital 
back into investment here. 

How high are taxes? Relatively, very 
low. For example, where the United 
States federal government takes close 
to one fourth of the national income in 
taxes, Mexican federal taxes amount 
to scarcely one tenth. U. S. corporate 
investors are able to deduct the maxi- 
mum possible amount of Mexican 
income and excess profits taxation 
from the U.S. corporate net income 
tax of the parent company. The same 
tax credit privilege is available to in- 
dividual investors. 

In Mexico, a man’s income from 
different sources is taxed separately 
and is not added up together to throw 
him into the higher personal income 
tax brackets. 

State and local taxes are even lower. 
The highest prevalent rate of taxation 
on real property, for example, is 
around 1% of assessed value; and, in 
some regions, assessments still reflect 
prices of the last century. 

Can new industries obtain tax privi- 
leges? Yes. The investor in a new or 
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needed industry is entitled to up to 
ten years exemption or reduction of 
the most important federal taxes; 
import duties and surcharges, gross 
business tax, income tax (reduction 
limited to 40%), and the stamp tax 
on documents. 

Similar exemptions are available in 
many states, including ten years 
freedom from property taxes on new 
factory buildings. 

What lines of investment are attract- 
ing new capital today? Private capital, 
both Mexican and foreign, is finding 
its way mainly into manufacturing. 
For centuries, mining was the leading 
industrial activity, but a great change 


has taken place in the last two decades. 
Now, the product of manufacturing 
industry is double the total mineral 
output, including petroleum. 

As regards foreign investment, the 
case of the United States is typical. 
Since World War II, almost three 
fourths of United States direct invest- 
ment in Mexico has been in manufac- 
tures. The list of foreign manufactur- 
ing firms operating or building Mexican 
plants reads like an international 
Who’s Who of industry: Dow Chemical 
(U.S.), Bayer (German), Necchi (Ital- 
ian), General Tire (English), Phillips 
(Dutch), Montrose (French), Toyoda 
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(Japanese), and so on almost indefi- 
nitely. 

Should Mexican participation be 
sought by foreign capital? Generally, 
the new type of foreign investor 
appears to prefer having Mexican 
partners. Companies like the Mexican 
Celanese and the Mexican Johns- 
Manville (both more than 50% Mex- 
ican owned) boast of their successful 
combination of foreign technical know- 
how with Mexican experience in local 
business methods. 

Even many of the older wholly 
foreign owned companies have been 
getting on the bandwagon lately, seek- 
ing to build up Mexican participation. 
Examples of this trend are Mexican 
Light & Power (a Canadian firm serv- 
ing Mexico City and environs) and 
General Popo (General Tire). 

What are the forms of Mexican 
business organization? They include 
all the types usually found abroad. 
The most common is the “sociedad 
anénima,” a limited liability joint stock 
company almost identical with the U.S. 
corporation. 
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How much money must you bring 
to Mexico in order to operate your own 
industry? Thirty-two thousand dollars, 
for Mexico City and environs; sixteen 
thousand in other areas. If you es- 
tablish permanent residence, for ex- 
ample by working in Mexico five years 
as a manager or technical specialist, 
the capital requirements no longer 
apply. 

What kind of return can you expect 
on investment? Relatively high. For 
example, Cerveceria Moctezuma, a first 
line brewing company, recently floated 
a bond issue bearing 8% plus a pre- 
ferred and cumulative dividend of 4%. 
If you want protection against rising 
prices, the new Petroleos Mexicanos 
issue gives you 7.6% per annum, with 
principal and interest both tied to the 
price index so they will increase pro- 
portionately with rising prices. 

Many Mexican industrial stocks 
appear attractive for yield, earnings, 
and growth. At present, for example, 
you might buy shares in the nation’s 
largest steel company, whose profits 
increased 24% last year, now planning 
150% expansion in effort to keep pace 
with a market which has doubled in 
the last four years. These shares are 
priced to yield 81% dividends and 
15.7% earnings on your investment. 
Many Mexican industries, after only a 
few years of operation, show profits 
of 20-30% on original investment. 

Is there a chance for the little man? 
Definitely. It is still possible to cite 
many cases like that of two foreign 
engineers who started their own oper- 
ation five years ago with twenty 
thousand pesos, working nights after 
their days work with American firms 
in Mexico. Today, they own a plant 
worth three hundred thousand dollars, 
free and clear. 

What can you offer Mexico? Mexico 
requires capital. Most of all, however, 
the nation needs technical know-how 
and business initiative, and it is will- 
ing to reward them. 
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surface to billow upward with results 
that could be every bit as difficult to 
cope with as the sinking. In taat case, 
the buildings fixed to piles would stay 
put while the rest of the city rose. 


eanwhile, the builders of Mexico 
City keep coming up with ingenious 
methods of coping with the uneasy 
ground and have come up with two 


ASK the person 
who has flown 
ina 
Britarmrmnia 


MR. EMILIO SANCHEZ 
of “TOURS”, S.A. says: 


The incomparable Britannia, which 
AERONAVES DE MEXICO has put 
in service between Mexico and New 
York, is without doubt the fastest 
commercial plane in the world. It 
requires only five hours fifty minutes 
for the flight, giving the passenger 
more time to take care of business or 
enjoy his vacation. 

The flight is truly smooth, comfor- 
table and restful because the Jet-prop 
motors almost completely eliminate 
noises and vibration. 

And whether the passenger speaks 
English or Spanish, he will be deligh- 
ted with the personal attention of 
specially-trained flight attendants. 

Atmosphere, meals, wines, service 
and convenience are the characteris- 
tics of the Britannia which enables 
us to recommend it to our clients. 


basic approaches that work remark- 
ably well. 


he first is the imaginative theory 
of “flotation” devised by José A. Cue- 
vas. Since, in designing the National 
Lottery building in the heart of the 
old lake area, he was dealing with 
subsoil that was more liquid than solid, 
Cuevas turned to nautical architecture 
and, in effect, ‘‘floated” his buildings 
with the same center of balance that 


AERONAVES DE MEXICO, §.A. 


AVENIDA JUAREZ No. 80.and PASEO DE LA REFORMA No. 46 _— Tel. 35-49-00 


a ship has. The Lottery building (on 
Avenida Juarez where the Reforma 
begins) is built into a huge pit where 
the weight of earth displaced equalled 
the weight of the building. Into this 
pit, Cuevas poured compartments of 
cement, filling some of them with 
ballast of either sand or water, so 
that the finished 26-story bulding is in 
perfect balance — and can be kept that 
way, should there be any tilting of the 
earth or any additional building on 
either side of the edifice. The flotation 
foundation is sometimes combined with 
piles, when the problem is a big one, 
as in the case of the city’s tallest 
building, the 43-story Torre Latino 
Americana, which went through last 
year’s severe earthquake without a 
trace of damage — not even a crack. 


he second method of keeping build- 
ings steady whatever its underground 
may do, is the adjustable pile develop- 
ed by Manuel Gonzalez Flores. In this 
case, a building actually hangs from 
the piles and, by either friction or 
screw devices, can be lowered peri- 
odically to keep up with the rate of 
settlement. This is a comforting device 
to have if a building should happen 
to tilt, too, because it can easily be 
brought back into plumb by drawing 
up the piles on the high side. 


onzalez Flores’ system has a fasci- 
nating economic advantage to builders: 
if they are short of money or not sure 
whether their building is going to need 
piles, the control device can be installed 
in the foundation as the concrete is 
poured. And then, if the building 
begins to tilt or if the builder wants 
to add on more stories, it is a relatively 
small expense to sink cast-in-place 
piles and hook the structure to them. 
Gonzalez Flores even claims his method 
will work in righting buildings that 
have tilted or raising those that have 
settled, even one so heavy as Bellas 
Artes. 


‘oundation engineers everywhere, 
like the architects they work with, are 
passionately opinionated and they are 
no different in Mexico City. You can 
therefore find almost as many views 
as you can find engineers on what 
kind of underpinnings are best in this 
unique metropolis. Mexico City has the 
most complicated building problems 
in the world, which adds to the pride 
and pleasure of successful skyscrap- 
ing, to be especially appreciated if you 
know the inside (and underground) 
story. 
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our own contacts for legal 
and business information: 


Lic. Licio Lagos. Paseo de la Reforma 
76, 7th floor. Specializes in negotia- 
tions to do with setting up new 
industries. 


O’Dwyer, Bernstein and Correa. Jua- 
rez 97, 7th floor. Specialize in sett- 
ing up foreign businesses. 


Aleman, Brown and Escobar. Paseo de 
la Reforma 122, 7th floor. Specialize 
in matters of property, immigration 
and foreign businesses. 


William B. Richardson. Lépez 1-401. 
For 30 years head of the National 
City Bank of New York branch in 
Mexico; investment counselor, solid- 
ly reliable. 





INFORMATION SERVICES 


A. M. A. (Asociacién Mexicana Auto- 
movilistica). Berlin 6. Reciprocal 
courtesies to members. In case of 
emergency, call 35-27-35. 


American Embassy, Reforma and La- 
fragua. Tel. 46-94-00. 


American Society, Lucerna 71. Tel. 
46-46-20. 


N. A. (Asociacién Nacional Auto- 
movilistica), Sullivan 51. Affiliated 
with A. A. A. Services both to 
members and non-members. Emer- 
gency phone number: 03-43. 


Benjamin Franklin Library, Niza 53. 


The a a Import-Export Assn., (A 
I. E. R. M.), Isabel la Catéli- 
= 38, for information regarding 


all goods made in Mexico. 


Mexican-North American Cultural In- 
stitute. Hamburgo 115. Tel. 25-16-54, 
25-16-55, 25-16-56. 


Direccién General de Turismo, Nation. 
al Tourist Department, Juarez 89. 
General travel information. 


PEMEX Travel Club, Juarez 89. High- 
= information. Publishes an = 
= = auto travel bulletin in Eng- 


The NEWS, ——- 58. Tel. 21-23-35, 
46-69-04, 46-68-40. Worldwide cover- 
age, US. columnists and comics. 


Banco Nacional de Comercio Exterior, 
Venustiano Carranza 32, for gener- 
al business information. 














Hardin, Hess and Suarez. Lépez 1, 6th 
floor. Specialize in investments. 


The best of Native Art 
puiert fons Do ol 


Basham, Ringe and Correa. Av. Juarez 
14. Specialize in commercial matters 
and investments. 


Lic. Emilio Portes Gil. San Juan de 
Letran 9. Specializes in commercial 
and industrial matters. 


Lic. Manuel Gamio Leén. 16 de Sep- 
tiembre 56-302. Specializes in immi- 
gration problems. 


Federico Bach. Isabel la Catélica 43- 
801. Stock market specialist, econo- 
mic advisor. 


Industrias e Inversiones Alba, Ramon 
Guzman 132-211. Investment coun- 
selors. 
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Mexico City’s 
Complete Automotive Service 





==MARIANO ESCOBEDO 476 





English speaking personnel 
We service all makes of 
automobiles. 


£ DISTRIBUIDORA AUTOMOTRIZ, S. A. 


Mariano Escobedo 476 Mexico, 0. F. Telephone 11-96-05 or 11-96-06 
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INSURGENTES SUR 132-410 
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Spanish-Speaking 
EXECUTIVES 


For Stateside or Foreign Service Reliable, 
Experienced Persons 
To Fill That Vacant Desk 


Contact: HARRY WRIGHT 
Executive Placement Service 


Xola 525 Mexico City 
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gious and commercial and imperial 
plaza, they built their equivalents. The 
Grand Teocalli, the temple dedicated 
to Huitzilopochtli became the most 
magnificent (and Spanish) Cathedral 
of the New World. Moctezuma’s palace 
was converted into the Palace of the 
Viceroy; a smaller temple to Tezcatli- 
poca later became the archbishopric. 

Through the centuries the buildings 
surrounding the Zécalo remained an 
unchanging core of a continuously 
changing city. Under the various re- 
gimes—Spanish and French, reaction- 
ary and revolutionary—the old edifices 
settled and tilted a bit, but maintained 
their essential Spanish intransigence. 

Only the square in front of the, Zé6- 
calo, the original Place D’Armes which 
became the Plaza de la Constituci6én— 
but has always been known under its 
moorish name (Zécalo means. center) 
was excavated and re-arranged, turned 
from a walled enclosure surrounding 
the statue of Charles IV into a people’s 
park with shrubs and benches. 

Each excavation has revealed ar- 
cheological treasures. The Aztec Calen- 
dar, which is now in the Museum of 
Archeology, was turned up one time; 
the fragmentary section of what is 
believed to have been part of the 
Grand Teocalli remains enshrined be- 
low street level. Who knows what the 
contemporary bulldozers and pneuma- 
tic drills will disclose. Perhaps the 
long-lost bones of the Aztec martyr, 
the last defiant emperor, Cuauhtémoc 
himself? 
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@ Made with a blend of the finest “Caraco- 
lillo” and “‘Planchuela”’ coffees. 

@ Qoes not contain any synthetic products 
OF flavorings nor glucose to give it body. 

@ The basic substance used is pure fresh 


coffee and this is what gives KAYMAGUI 
its natural aroma and flavor. 
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Exquisite styling, 
a superb finish 
and such a bargain too... 
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cocktail wear 


Around this time Mexico City starts its 
preparations for end-of-the-year festivities, 
so it’s a good time to take a look at cocktail 
wear. Designers all over the city are busy 
producing their latest lines, and we've picked 
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out a group of gowns with a very special 
flavor — as Mexican as a tequila cocktail. 

We're by no means suggesting that you 
suddenly go native. Not unless you are in 
Acapulco or thereabouts. Mexico City is very 
cosmopolitan, and styles tend to be as simple, 
conservative yet fashion-wise as they are in 
Paris, New York or Rome. What we are 
suggesting is that you consider these same 
cosmopolitan trends, but which — in cut, 
fabric or detail — hint at their Mexican 
origin. That little bit of spirit looks well at 
cocktail time here in the City, and travels 
fashionably the world over. 

Some of the nicest things we've seen are 
cut out of unmistakably Mexican fabrics. 
There are dark handwoven cottons, shot with 
silver or gold thread, and tailored into simple 
sheaths, bare, or covered by an accompanying 
jacket. There are cocktail dresses of finely 
patterned jacquard weaves of cotton and 
metallic thread. Some come with matching 
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evening coats. There are handblocked silks 
in soft balloon skirts, and there are light- 
weight wools to take back for cold Stateside 
cocktail times. 

Sequins make a fashionable texture to 
reflect the stars. We like an evening coat 
at Jorelle, Reforma 126, for instance. Made 
of a handwoven cotton and simply cut, it is 
liberally scattered with sequins of the color 
of the fabric. At Lila Bath, Niza 40, we saw 
a bubble-skirted number, made of gathered 
bands, and joined with undulating waves of 
sequins—lovely in maize for tropical evenings, 
black for the city. 

Some designers use cuts which echo the 
current fashion trends, yet have something 
of this Mexican flavor. The godet, for 
instance, has all the Latin fire and flair. At 
Jorelle again, a plain fitted sheath, reaching 
high in front and scooping low in back, has 
an inserted circular godet that flares out of 
the back of the skirt. 

Jim Tillet, at Reforma 124, makes a snug- 
bodiced, bubble-skirted dress of black hand- 
woven cotton shot with gold. The silhouette. 
and the detail (two tailored bows, centered 
at neck and hemline) bring to mind the 
traditional China Poblana costume — in a 
subdued, stylized and very fashionable way, 

For cocktails at home, Sanborns on Refor- 
ma, has a citified version of the Indian 
poncho. V-necked, tasseled and fringed in 
gold, this one reaches to a little above the 
knee, comes in black or white wool, and is 
the perfect mate to toreador pants and 
sandals. 

After-five dresses a la Mexicana are doubly 
good, since Mexico’s designers like to work 
to order ,and one can get a lovely piece of 
custom-made cocktail wear on fairly short 
notice. This goes for the small shops as well 
as for such strictly high-style places as Ma- 
risa Ruby. 
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Your hosts: Fred & Tere Clapp 
Best in food, service and comfort 
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Attractively appointed modern units in 
hotel section or bungalows-semi-olympic 
swimming pool-beautiful panoramic view 


of oaxaca 


city and valley -- 75 rooms 


tours arranged to Mitla and Monte Alban. 


Mild climate throughout the year 
International cuisine par excellence 
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by Joan M. de Lépez Bermidez 


Tamales are to the Mexican breakfast 
what cornflakes are to the American, 
but minus an easy open package and 
the snap-crackle-pop. To put a home- 
made tamal on the table is a brow- 
mopping feat for the cook and a festive 
one for the family. 

The Mexican woman of past genera- 
tions took it in her stride because she 
was accustomed to spending the major 
portion of her day inclined over steam- 
ing cauldrons, but her contemporary 
daughters generally prefer either to 
buy their earthenwared tamales or 
resort to cornflakes. 

Granted the old time tamal in its 
many and varied forms is a delight to 
the palate, but even the purists must 
agree that for an occasional Sunday 
brunch or an impromptu supper a few 
shortcuts would be acceptable. Since it 
is the dough that requires the long 
processing and grinding, I would sug- 
gest making the time cuts there instead 
of deleting any of the goodness or 
imagination from the sauce. This is an 
age when the cook would still like to 
have strength enough to enjoy her crea- 
tions, and with a fine sauce...who 
would dare to ferret out the substitu- 
tions? 

This recipe for tamales rojos is a 


classic, and could probably be made in 
the United States, by searching the 
specialty shops and markets for the 
necessary ingredients. I have been told 
that there is a large dried red chile 
available. My information comes from 
San Francisco. 


TAMALES ROJOS "CLASSIC" 


irst boil two chickens with enough and 
proper condiments to make a rich broth. 
When cooled — shred the meat finely. Set 
aside. Now cream 3 cups of fat, gradually 
add 2 lbs. of corn meal (in Mexico there is 
a local brand especially for this purpose), 1/2 
lb. rice flour, 2 tblsp. baking powder and 
salt to taste. Beat until a little of the batter 
floats to the top in a glass of water. 

The ingredients for the filling are: 

4 oz. chiles ‘‘ancho,’’ 1 oz. chiles ‘‘mulato,”’ 
1 oz. chile ‘‘pasilla,’’ 1/3 cup shelled almonds, 
4 tblisp. lard, 1/2 cup shelled peanuts, 3 
cloves, 2 peppercorns, 1 stick cinnamon, 1/4 
teas. anise seed, one onion, one clove garlic, 
one tortilla, 1 oz. stale bread, 1 teas. chile 
seeds, 1 oz. sesame seeds, 1 teas. pumpkin 
seeds, and 2 cups of the chicken broth. 

Toast the chiles lightly on the stove burner, 
remove the veins, and soak them in hot 
water. Grind on a metate or in a liquifier. 
Fry the bread, tortilla, peanuts, almonds, 
and shelled pumpkin seeds in a little fat. In 
a dry skillet, toast the sesame, anise and 
chile seeds. 

Combine the toasted seeds with the fried 
ingredients, and grind together with the 
onion and garlic. Sauté in lard and add the 
ground chiles, shredded chicken, 2 cups 
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chicken broth, salt and pepper. Simmer until 
thickened. 


Meanwhile, back to the batter. Spread a 
tablespoonful of the mixture inside the upper 
half of a dampened corn husk or sheet of 
parchment paper (4’’ x 8’’). Place the filling 
in the center of the batter and fold over 
the wrapping. Keep them as small as possible, 
and put enough filling in each so as to 
make it ooze out during the steaming. 

Add sufficient water to your steamer's 
bottom section to last an hour, but not enough 
to boil over. Put the top section in place and 
make a nest of corn husks on pieces of paper. 
On these place the tamales one on top of 
another leaving a hollow space in the center. 
Then cover with more husks, a folded napkin 
and the steamer lid, Let boil for one hour 
or until the steamed tamal has shrunk from 
its wrapping. 

Readers in the United States can buy corn 
meal mixes which require no shortening — 
just the addition of liquid... in this case 
the chicken broth. 


If you serve the tamales for supper they 
seem to scream for the company of a fresh 
salad, although the classic companion morn- 
ing or evening is a cup of atole — a thick 
corn meal drink flavored with fruit, choco- 
late or almonds. Recipe? We'll send it if you 
are interested. Chocolate Mexican Style — with 
a touch of cinnamon, and whipped, is a 
fine old classic with tamales too. 





CLEMENTE JACQUES y Cu.S.A. 


The leading packers of 
Mexican food since 1887. 


When you're cooking Mexican style, use 
the canned and packaged Mexican orig- 
inals for the proper flavor. 
Clemente Jacques products are avail- 
able in food speciality stores in major 
cities of the United States. 
For our free Mexican Recipe leaflet 
Write te Clemente Jacques y Cia., S. A. 
F.C, Cintura 1, México, D. F. 
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